comprising means for converting the data relating to a selected 
matching item and its associated vendor to data relating/xo a 
different vendor and a corresponding item.-- 

--82. The electronic sourcing system of cla?im 79 further 
comprising means for determining whether a selected matching item 
is available in inventory. 

--83. The electronic sourcing system >6f claim 79 further 
comprising means for determining the applicable price of a 
selected matching item.-- 

--84. An electronic sourcing system comprising: 

a database containing d^ta relating to items 
associated with at least two vendors;; 



means for searching /tor matching items in the 



database; 



means for building a requisition using data 
relating to selected matching /terns and their associated vendors; 

means for processing the requisition to generate 
one or more purchase orders/ for the selected matching items. -- 

--85. An electronic sourcing system of claim 84 wherein 
the requisition include^/ matching items from at least two 
vendors . -- 

--86. The el/fectronic sourcing system of claim 84 wherein 
the purchase orders y^nclude data relating to vendor catalog 
numbers . -- 



--87. Thfe electronic sourcing system of claim 84 further 
comprising means/ for converting the data relating to a selected 
matching item and its associated vendor to data relating to a 
different vendor and a corresponding item.-- 
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--88 



The electron 



comprising means for determ 
is available in inventor 




em of claim 84 further 
her a selected matching item 




--89. Th^^lectroniV: /feoux^fing system of claim 84 further 
comprising me^rTs tor determining the applicable price of a 
selected maxching item.-- - 

-^Sfe^T"* The electronic sourcing system of claim J&*T further 
comprising means for determining whether a selected matching item 
is available in inventory. -- . 

-^9<r. The electronic sourcing system of claim further 
comprising means for determining the applicable price of a 
selected matching item.-- 

--92. An electronic sourcing system compris, 

at least two vendor product c^fe^logs containing 
data relating to items associated with ^ke respective vendors; 

means for searching for matching items among the 
vendor product catalogs; 

means J>dr building a requisition that includes a 
first matching itpm and a second matching item, each associated 
with a differ^ffu vendor; and 



purchase 



means for processing the requisition to generate 
orders for the first and the second matching items.-- 



// 



The electronic sourcing system of claim ^Sfwherein 
a first purchase order includes data relating to the first 
matching item.-- 



The electronic sourcing system of claim ^^wherein 
a second purchase order includes data relating to the second 
matching catalog item.-- 
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--95. An electronic sourcing system comprising/ 

data relating to items associated witfcc at least 
two vendors maintained so that selected data may searched 
separately ; 



means for searching for matching items among the 



selected data; 



means for building a requisition using data 
relating to selected matching items and Jmeir associated 
vendor ( s ) ; and 

means for processing /he requisition to generate 
purchase orders using data relating to the selected matching 
items and their associated vendor/f s ) . - - 

--96. The electronic ^sourcing system of claim 95 wherein 
the purchase orders use data /relating to at least two vendors. -- 

--97. The electronic sourcing system of claim 95 wherein 
the purchase orders use <aata relating to vendor catalog numbers. -- 

--98. The electronic sourcing system of claim 95 further 
comprising means f or/converting the data relating to a selected 
matching item and Tts associated vendor to data relating to a 
different vendor ^nd a corresponding item.-- 

--99. /The electronic sourcing system of claim 95 further 
comprising me&ns for determining whether a selected matching item 
is availably in inventory. -- 

--/lOO. The electronic sourcing system of claim 95 further 
comprisi/hg means for determining the applicable price of a 
selected matching item.-- 

--J&1. An electronic sourcing system comprising: 
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a database containing data relating to items 
associated with at least two vendors maintained so that selected 
portions of the database may be searched separately; 

means for searching for matching items in the 
selected portions of the database; 

means for building a requisition that includes 
data relating to selected matching items; 

means for processing the requisition to generate 
purchase orders for selected matching items.-- 

-^jj&z. The electronic sourcing system of claim Jr€H£ — 
wherein the purchase orders include data relating to vendor 
catalog number s.-- 

--103. The electronic sourcing system of cla^fr^lOl 
further comprising means for converting data relartfing to a 
selected matching item and its associated vendor to data relating 
to a different vendor and a correspondij*g item.-- 

--104. An electronic sounding system of claim 101 wherein 
the requisition includes matphing items from at least two 
vendors . 

--105. The electronic sourcing system of claim 104 
wherein the purchase orders include data relating to the vendor 
associated w^n the selected matching item.-- 



* 
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--^L&£\ The electronic sourcing system of claim JUH: 
further comprising means for determining whether a selected 
matching item is available in inventory.-- 

» // 

~-J*&T. The electronic sourcing system of claim JKT1 
further comprising means for determining the applicable price of 
a selected matching item.-- 

--108. A method comprising the steps of; 

maintaining at least two vendor product catalogs 
on a database containing data relating to itprrts associated with 
the respective vendors; 

selecting the verier product catalogs to search; 



searching 
vendor product catalog^ 



matching items among the selected 



bydTlding a requisition using data relating to 
selected matpKing items and their associated vendor (s) ; and 

processing the requisition to generate one or more 
purctj^se orders for the selected matching items.-- 

-^>0S . The method of claim wherein the purchase 

orders include data relating to a vendor catalog number for the 
selected matching items. 

--110. The method of ' claim 108^rtfrther comprising the 
step of converting data relating>-to a selected matching item and 
its associated vendor to data relating to a different vendor and 
a corresponding item. 




--111. The method of claim 108 further comprising t/tie 
step of determining whether a selected matching item is available 
in inventory . - - 

--112. The method of claim 108 further comprising the 
step of determining the applicable price of a sele^ed matching 
item. 



v 



--113. A method comprising the steps 

maintaining a database containing data relating to 
items associated with at least two vendors; 

searching for matching /terns among the data 
relating to the items; 

building a requisit/on using data relating to 
selected matching items and theiy associated vendor(s); and 

processing the Requisition to generate purchase 
orders using data relating the selected matching items and 
their associated vendor (s) 

--114. The methoct of claim 113 wherein the purchase 
orders use data relating to at least two vendors. -- 



--115. The method of claim 113 wherein the purchase 
orders use data relating to vendor catalog numbers. -- 

--116. Ther method of claim 113 further ■ comprising the 
step of converting the data relating to a selected matching item 
and its associated vendor to data relating to a different vendor 
and a corresponding item.-- 
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--117. The method of claim 113 further comprising /the 
step of determining whether a selected matching item is /available 
in inventory . - - 

--118. The method of claim 113 further comprising the 
step of determining the applicable price of a selected matching 
item. -- 

--119. A method comprising the steps oft: 

maintaining a database containing at least two 
vendor product catalogs containing data relating to items 
associated with the respective vendors; 

searching for matching/ items among the vendor 
product catalogs; 

building a requisition that includes a first 
matching item and a second matching item, each from a different 
vendor product catalog; and 

processing the requisition to generate purchase 
orders for the first and tjie second matching items.-- 

-120. The method of claim 119 wherein a first purchase 
order uses data relating to the first matching item and a second 
purchase order uses data relating to the second matching catalog 
item. -- 



--121. Th^ method of claim 119 further comprising the 
step of converting data relating to a selected matching item and 
its associated /vendor to data relating to a different vendor and 
a corresponding item.-- 
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--122. The method of claim 119 further comprising /the 
step of determining whether a selected matching item is /Available 
in inventory . - - 

--123. The method of claim 119 further comn/ising the 
step of determining the applicable price of a selected matching 
item. -- 

--124. A method comprising the steps Af : 

maintaining a database containing data relating to 
items associated with at least two vendo/s whereby selected 
portions of the database may be searched separately; 

searching for matchir^g items among the selected 
portions of the database; 

building a requisition using data relating to 
selected matching items and their associated vendor (s); and 

processing th& requisition to generate purchase 
orders using data relating jzo the selected matching items and 
their associated vendor (s), 

--125. The method of claim 124 wherein a first purchase 
order uses data relating to selected matching items from a first 
vendor and a second pi/rchase order uses data relating to selected 
matching items from a second vendor. -- 

--12 6. The/method of claim 124 further comprising the 
step of converting the data relating to a selected matching item 
and its associat/ed vendor to data relating to a different vendor 
and a corresponding item.-- 
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--127. The method of claim 124 further comprisijig^trFie 
step of determining whether a selected mat£hiag^item is available 
in inventory . - - 

--128^JPh^method of claim 124 further comprising the 
step of^defermining the applicable price of a selected matching 

--lS^rT A method comprising the steps of: 

maintaining a database containing data relating to 
items associated with at least two vendors whereby selected 
portions of the database may be searched separately; 

searching for matching items in the selected 
portions of the database; 

building a requisition that includes selected 

matching items; 

processing the requisition to generate purchase 
orders for selected matching items. -- 

REMARKS 

Applicants have withdrawn claims 1 through 78 and 
submitted new claims 79 through 129 which more clearly define the 
claimed invention. Applicants have amended the claims using the 
following terminology: "matching items" are the search results 
( see e.g. , specification at page 5, lines 11-24); "selected 
matching items" are requisition items ( see e.g. , specification at 
page 5, lines 11-24); "associated vendor" is the vendor or source 
( e.g. , different warehouses operated by one vendor) associated 
with a selected matching item ( see e.g. , specification at page 8, 
lines 25 through page 9, line 6); "selected vendor catalogs" are 
the catalogs, subcatalogs or portions of the database to be 
searched ( see e.g. , specification at page 19, lines 15-19); and 
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